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As aur Association has judeen established, we felt
natural to dedicate our first mission to China, the birth
country of tea. Our visit took place during 2 weeks,
from 25" Mars to 13" April. Taking into account the
importance of the tea sector in China, we had to
restrict the subject of our visit to one region, the
centre-east part of China, and to one particular type of
tea, green tea domain of excellencef thisregiory we
remind however that the different types of tea (black,

green, semiermented etc.) are
specie,Camellia sinensis =

We have visited the hilly region
situated between the Yangtze
River (also named Changjiang
the "Long Rivet) and the
Qiantang River, spread over 3 7
provinces: Zhejiang, Anhui ef ‘ A & : -

Jiangxi. Visited places (sefs “ P

satellite view hereunder
- Hangzhou, capital city of the Zhejiang province, and its surroundings, including
Fuyanddistrict;
- Huangshan (Anhui province) et its surroundings, including Shexian and Xlistiiugs;
- Jiujiang and Lushan (Jiangxi province).
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Cultivation and plucking techniques

In the visited regions, we have observadushvegetation; tea plantations spread ag hillsides,
dominatingblooming colza fieldésee picture here above offeamlet located near the Poshan village,
Shexian district)Tea trees have been settled progressively aldmg past centuries, iareas initially
covered with rest or bamboo groes we can still
seea strong interpenetration of thesenvironments
In the Huangshan areave have also observethe
culture of mulberrytrees integrated with the tea
plantation; we remind here that mulberry trees are
related to the breeding of silkworm, which eats a
large quantity of mulberry leaves. R gt

In China each small piece ofand is meticulously |
cultivated, this applies to the tea regions visitec
where we saw tea trees growir@n extremely steep
slopes (with agles higher than 45°), a sition
comparable to some wine yards of the Moselle vall¢
in Germany and France or of the Cinque Terre in Ite

Plucking of the first fluslwas reaching its peak
activity during our visit. We have observed an inteng
work in the plantations and in théea manufacturing
workshops: tea leaves plucked around th
«Qingming> FSAGA DI £ o0GKS 4! EEEsS
Chinese traditional calendar), more precisely befo =%
the spring rain, is the most valuable
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In the regions visited, tea tes aregrown on different kinds of soils from red to browrtolour, the
most fertile ones are located in the alluvial basin of the Qiantang river around Hangzhou, famous for
its Longjing drad 2 y @ @ - : Bws, \

Welk) Tea. Our expertise§
in soils being very limited, &
we provide here a ptare @
showing a section of thef
soil in the Huangshan
region made  visible
because of recentroad
works; the soils appears
of red colour and rather ==
stony on its surface.

generally planted in rows,:'%

with a distarce of around 1.5m between rows allowing convenient circulation. Within a given row,

tea trees are eithedenselyplanted(less tharBOcmbetween each tregforming a continuous hedge,
or with a wider spacgaround In between each tregallowing morehorizontal developmentin
most plantations visited, we understood thatfter the first flush, trees argenerallypruned, limiting
their height to 3840cm Then, the new leaves produced asemetimes plucked, but it is not the
general case; tea pluckdater in the season is of lower grade
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Weedingis operatedeither using systemicherbicides, ormanually We have also observed in the
most modern plantation, the usef water sprinklers, allowing to maintain air humidity during hot
and dry periods, athalso solar powered UV lamps against insé#g pictures hereunder)

Inthe visited plantations, leaves were plucked exclusively by hand; pluckers are paid according to the
quantity of leaves harvested, arourl@MB40m n 1 w a-13) pérekjjopgramme fofresh leaves.
OELISNASYOSR LX dzO1 SNBA OFy KIFNWS&ald | NRPdzyR pl13 FNB3
65; deducting the plantation maintenance and land costs, estimated altogether to a bit more than

half of the total, one can estimate thayoS Rl & 2 F LJ dzO{ A3¢, Hepéndinglodt theR | N2 d
place and season. Even if the job of pluckingisreserved to women, their proportion is fairly high.

Our correspondents also mentioned the existence of mechanised plucking, however is sedms use

only for very low grade tea.

All visited plantations werexclusivelycomposed of the smaller leaves variety (Camellia sinensis var.
sinensis); in large plantations, we saw mainly clones of renown genotypes, stichnaging 43 or

"Huangshan Cuitiig S KI @S | fa2 y2G8A0SR Ay GKS CdzOKdzy | NBI
fact a kind of tea tree with leaves that appear lighter coloured than those of conventional tea trees.

It seems that this variety meets a growing demand of the Chinese mairkeNJ ¢ 6 KA S G Sl ¢T
this variety flushes later than conventional varietiedlowing a more even distribution of work

acrossi KS LJ dzO1 Ay 3 &Sl azyo ¢ Kdbichaii$ hiever énildar &cordiSgk ¢ A Y
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